
Company Sergeant Major Bertie John Hedge

Private Ernest William Watts

Private William (Willie) George Furness

Epehy Wood Farm Cemetery, Somme

At the age of 18 Willie was called up and saw active service in the Royal Fusiliers on the Western Front (France) from 7 August 1918. He was killed in action 

on 21 September 1918, and was awarded the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

The Epehy Wood Farm cemetery has many casualties from the Battle of Epehy (18September 1918) which was one of a series of Allied victories leading 

to the breaking of the Hindenburg Line.

In the 'Soldiers died in Great War' document, Willie is listed as being in the 9th Battalion, London Regiment, at the time of his death. 

The source indicates that he was formerly in the 53rd Royal Fusiliers. His Regimental Number was 79223.

The British Legion Roll of Honour (Smallburgh) records that Willie and his family lived latterly at Hall Cottages, Smallburgh, 

and that Willie himself had moved to North Walsham. 

He is commemorated at the Epehy Wood Farm Cemetery (The Somme) (V.A.6)

ROYAL FUSILLIERS

Captain Edward Randall Cubitt
Like many local men, Randall was in the 5th Norfolks, the local Territorial Army battalion.  He was mobilised on 4 August 1914 at the start of the war, leaving 

Ridlington that day.  In July 1915, the battalion left for Gallipoli, Turkey.  They landed at Suvla Bay and took part in a brigade attack against the enemy the following 

day, 12 August at Kuchuck Anafarta Ova.  The battalion suffered badly and Randall; his brother Victor, and their first cousin Randall Burroughes, were missing 

presumed killed.  

Their bodies were never identified.  His wife's brother, Rollo Pelly, was badly wounded.  His brother, Eustace, survived the battle but was killed in 1917 

at the second battle of Gaza.  Randall and Victor are named on the Helles Memorial, Gallipoli.  Randall was 30 years old when he was killed.  

In 1913, Randall had married Janet Catherine (Cath) Pelly, daughter of the Reverend Arnold Pelly of West Ham, Essex.  They made their home 

at Church Farm, Ridlington, and were living there at the beginning of the war. A son, Thomas (Tom), was born to Randall and Cath on 

7 October 1915, nearly two months after his death.  Cath and Tom were later bombed by a Zeppelin while asleep in Church Farmhouse, 

Ridlington, on 28 April 1916.  

They survived and Tom later ran the Honing Estate after his uncle, Colonel Reggie Cubitt, who was the only surviving brother of his father, died in 1976.  

Royal Norfolk Regiment

Private George Gotts

Royal Norfolk Regiment Loos Memorial, Dud Corner

George was born in Ridlington in October 1892 to John Gotts from Happisburgh, an agricultural labourer, and Alice Gotts 

(nee Neal) from Bacton, who were resident at Mill Common, Ridlington. 

Gotts is an old Norfolk name, dating back to the 13th Century the family having travelled and settled all over the World.

George was aged 22 when war broke out in 1914, and he must have volunteered almost immediately (joining the 

1st battalion, Norfolk Regiment), because he is recorded as arriving in France on 9 October that year.

The 1st Battalion Norfolk regiment was in many of the key battles: 1914: Mons, and the retreat, Aisne, Bassee, Messines, 

first battle of Ypres. In 1915: 2nd Ypres, in 1916: Vimy Ridge, then Somme at Guillemont, High Wood, and more. 

In Oct 1916 they moved to Festubert 30 miles north of Arras and near Bethune, and would have still been there when 

George was killed at Richebourg L'Avoue, near Neuve Chapelle on 27 February 1917. This is only 4km away from Festubert. 

George was awarded posthumously the 1914 Star medal, the British Medal and the Victory Medal.

His place of burial is not recorded, but he is commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Panel 31

Kings Royal Rifle Corps

Bertie was born in Ridlington in 1889.

In January 1907, at the age of 18, Bertie enlisted in the Army, joining the Rifle Brigade. He would later serve in the Kings Royal Rifle Corps (KRRC) 

for the remainder of his army life. After training in Winchester and Colchester the regiment sailed for Egypt on the H.T.Sicilia. Bertie was stationed 

in Egypt for under 2 years, returning on the S.S.Braemar Castle. Bertie was a keen footballer, being part of the 2nd team of B Company, 

1st Battalion KRRC. 

Bertie landed in France on the 1st December 1915. He was part of the 2nd Bn KRRC. He was appointed Acting Company Sergeant Major 

in February 1916 and took on the role as Company Sgt Major on 20th April 1916. Bertie was wounded in Action on the 9th September 1916, 

during the Battle of the Somme. On the 9th the 2nd Bn KRRC received orders to attack the enemy's position at 4:45pm. An intense barrage was 

started by the British artillery. Soon afterwards, the men went over the top. C Company carried on with little trouble, D Company and 2 platoons 

of B Company were held up with machine gun fire. However, with the help of mortars and Lewis gun fire they helped to subdue the enemy, who, 

with the threat of an assault, surrendered. Later that day Bertie was killed. Sadly he has no known grave and is commemorated on the 

Thiepval Memorial to the Missing, Somme. Bertie was posthumously awarded the 1914-15 star trio, death plaque and commemorative scroll. 

Ernest William Watts was born on 25 May 1881 at Walcott. His father was James Watts, an agricultural labourer from Ingham, and his mother was Elizabeth 

Hurt from Thorpe Market. In 1901 the family were living in The Street, Ridlington, and Ernest had three brothers, Herbert and Arthur, who were older, 

and Albert, who was 4 years younger. At that time, Ernest was a general labourer. The 1911 census records the family still living in The Street, and 

Ernest and Albert were still living at home, unmarried.

Ernest served in the Duke of Cambridge's Own (Middlesex) Regiment (1st Battalion) and was killed in action on 2 November 1916 in France. He is commemorated 

at the Thiepval memorial.

The Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme is a war memorial to 72,337 

missing British and South African servicemen who died in the Battles of the 

Somme of the First World War between 1915 and 1918, with no known grave.

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.”

"For the Fallen" written by Laurence Binyon

 “The cries of the wounded had much diminished now, and as we 

staggered down the road, the reason was only too apparent, for 

the water was right over the tops of the shell-holes.”  
Captain Edwin Vaughan, 1917

Duke of Cambridge 

Middlesex Regiment

St Peters Church, Ridlington
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